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Development in child eyewitnesses as a factor of unintentional-joint-formation of fiction
Toshiya YAMAMOTO (Maebashi Kyoaigakuen College)

In this paper, we studied the influence of developmental change in children on the unintentional-joint-formation
of a fictitious story. Ten preschoolers were interviewed on an incident by adult interviewers. Three years later,
seven of them were again interviewed. Although children were interviewed separately, and the interviewers were
instructed by experimenters not to use leading questions, a fictitious story on the event was woven unintentionally
but consistently. By analyzing the discourse in interviews, we found that children’s attitudes toward their own
remembering dramatically changed during the three years. In the first interview, they seemed not to be aware of
the difference between the facts and imagination. However, after three years, they came to differentiate them
clearly. Because the interviewers in the first interview were not aware of the nature of preschoolers attitude, which
was very different from their own, they might have had interpreted children’s discourse inappropriately and thus
unintentionally mislead their remembering. We suggest that young children’s testimony may reflect their
developmental level of ‘ontology.’

child testimony, unintentional-joint—formation of fiction, interview, developmental level of ontology
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